
Located in the heart of Savannah’s historic district, the Elysian trees provide our school and city’s diverse community 
with relaxing places to create, collaborate and play. Due to our urban campus structure consisting of restored historic 
buildings scattered throughout the city, our enchanted trees take root in four of the city’s main squares, which 
intersect with routes most frequented by students and faculty. This allows for guests from all corners of Savannah to 
access the experience and provides them with designated outdoor work and gathering spaces on a campus where 
there are few readily available. Taking the form of oak trees that adopt aspects of their surroundings, Elysian blends 
seamlessly with the landscape of downtown Savannah, paying homage to its deep-rooted history and culture, as 
well as its reputation as “The Forest City”. Playing with scale and form, the trees are a whimsical and larger-than-life 
destination catering to the needs of students, faculty and visitors alike.

The word “Elysian” originates from ancient Greek and is defined as “beautiful or creative; divinely inspired; peaceful 
and perfect”; an appropriate title for our serene experiences where creativity can thrive.
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Participant #1	 Themed Entertainment Design	 Concept Development, 3D Modeling, Writing	

Participant #2	 Themed Entertainment Design 	 Concept Development, Concept Art (Paintings)

Participant #3 	 Production Design	 Team Leader, Logo/Presentation Design, Concept Development, Writing

Participant #4	 Themed Entertainment Design	 Concept Development, Concept Art (Details)



Story behind the design

Long ago, seeds of creativity were planted in each of Savannah’s main squares. Over time, each seed absorbed the rich arts 
and culture of the developing city and grew into magical trees that reflected the beauty and history of their surroundings. Though 
the expanse of this legendary “Forest City” has steadily decreased over time, several of the enchanted trees still thrive.

Inspired by these natural artistic wonders, our school made its roots in the scenic city and joined forces with Savannah to 
preserve the history and creativity of these magical trees. To this day, the trees still stand tall, providing gathering places for 
locals and visitors alike. At each square, guests can take a break from their busy schedules, spend time with one another and 
make lasting memories.
 
Much like our school’s urban campus, Elysian’s trees are scattered throughout the city, offering multiple points of accessibility no 
matter the user’s commute route. Whether they are taking a coffee break, working on a group project, or looking for a calming 
area to catch up on their work, the trees offer serene outdoor spaces where creation, collaboration and play can occur.

Guest experience

Strategically placed on the most frequented routes of our school’s community members, the Elysian trees are convenient 
diversions where one can escape life’s everyday stresses. Upon discovering one of the enchanted trees, guests are welcome to 
play and explore or simply sit and enjoy their surroundings as they eat lunch or take a phone call. “Historical markers” planted at 
each square tell the story of Elysian, describe the historic significance of each site and provide a map to guide guests to other 
tree locations.

Holding a group meeting? Gather ‘round the ship-shape conference table at the PiraTree, where you can charge your devices 
and enjoy complimentary wi-fi. Catching up on homework? Cozy up in a leafy pod at the ForesTree, secluded from distractions 
while immersed in the beautiful outdoors. Just taking a coffee break? Stroll through the sculptural Tree Hive passage on your 
walk back to work. Tired after a long day of family activities? Have a seat on the filmstrip swings of the ArtisTree, under colorful 
paint-shaped lights powered by discreetly designed solar panels hidden in the tree’s canopy.

No matter your schedule, Elysian offers a comfortable and relaxing setting to serve any purpose.














